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“ Fr om St et t i n i n t he Bal t i c  t o Tr i est e i n t he 
Adr i at i c  an " i r on cur t ai n"  has descended acr oss t he 
Cont i nent .  Behi nd t hat  l i ne l i e al l  t he capi t al s of  
t he anci ent  st at es of  Cent r al  and East er n Eur ope.  
War saw,  Ber l i n,  Pr ague,  Vi enna,  Budapest ,  Bel gr ade,  
Buchar est  and Sof i a;  al l  t hese f amous c i t i es and 
t he popul at i ons ar ound t hem l i e i n what  I  must  cal l  
t he Sovi et  spher e,  and al l  ar e subj ect ,  i n one f or m 
or  anot her ,  not  onl y t o Sovi et  i nf l uence but  t o a 
ver y hi gh and i n some cases i ncr easi ng measur e of  
cont r ol  f r om Moscow. ”  
 
 

The Wi nst on Chur chi l l   
Exper i ence 

 
 

 
The Wor l d of  Wi nst on 

 
Gr ades 4 -  5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TEACHER GUI DE
The Wi nst on Chur chi l l  Exper i ence 

 



Geogr aphy ~ Technol ogy ~ Leader shi p 
Page 2 

I n t r y i ng t o def i ne Wi nst on Chur chi l l ,  many descr i pt or s ar e used:  
sol di er ,  t r avel er ,  st at esman,  ar t i s t ,  aut hor ,  hi st or i an,  i nvent or ,  
pol i t i c i an,  and of  cour se,  l eader .   I n f act ,  many hi st or i ans say no 
man was mor e deepl y i nvol ved i n al l  t he event s of  t he t went i et h 
cent ur y t han Si r  Wi nst on Chur chi l l .  Usi ng t he wi sdom of  hi s 
exper i ence and obser vat i ons,  on Mar ch 5,  1946 at  West mi nst er  
Col l ege,  Chur chi l l  c l ear l y out l i ned t he new cour se of  t he wor l d,  
wi t h t he Sovi et  Uni on cont r ol l i ng a l ar ge expanse of  t he wor l d 
t hr ough an “ i r on cur t ai n. ”  Thi s I r on Cur t ai n r emai ned i n pl ace f or  
t he next  f or t y year s.  
 
The st udent  v i s i t or  t o t he Wi nst on Chur chi l l  Memor i al  wi l l  use i t s  
r esour ces t o connect  Chur chi l l ’ s  exper i ences t hat  pr ovi ded t he 
f oundat i on f or  hi s hi st or i c speech.  Dependi ng upon t hei r  gr ade 
l evel ,  st udent s wi l l  f ol l ow i n Chur chi l l ’ s  f oot st eps by exper i enci ng 
1)  t he geogr aphy of  hi s wor l d;  2) t he emer gi ng t echnol ogy t hat  made 
war  an ent i r el y di f f er ent  end game;  or  3) t he l eader s who coul d so 
qui ckl y make deci s i ons t o end ci v i l i zat i on.  
 
Exper i ence I  ai ms at  upper  el ement ar y st udent s who wi l l  exami ne 
Chur chi l l ’ s  wor l d f r om hi s t r avel s,  whi ch i ncl uded f our  cont i nent s 
bef or e he r eached age 25.  St udent s wi l l  f ol l ow hi s t r avel s 
t hr oughout  hi s l i f e,  l ocat e t he count r i es i mpact ed by hi s 
l eader shi p,  and,  wi t h a f ut ur e f ocus,  i sol at e c i t i es named i n t he 
Si news of  Peace speech and f ol l ow t hei r  hi st or y f r om 1946 t o t oday.  
Di v i ded i nt o t eams by pi vot al  t i mes i n Chur chi l l ’ s  l i f e,  st udent s 
wi l l  use t hei r  communi cat i on ski l l s  t o descr i be t he j our neys as t hey 
wr i t e “ hi st or y”  i n f i r st  per son account s.   They wi l l  al so connect  
t hese t r avel s t o 1946 as Chur chi l l  v i ews t he t hr eat s t o t he wor l d.  
 
Exper i ence I I  asks mi ddl e school  st udent s t o exami ne t he r ol e 
t echnol ogy pl ayed Chur chi l l ’ s  wor l d as i t  evol ved i n t he f ace of  
war ,  i ncl udi ng t he Col d War .   Di v i ded i nt o t eams,  st udent s exami ne 
t he i mpact  of  i mpr oved t echnol ogi es and i nnovat i ons on Chur chi l l ’ s  
wor l d.  Anal yzi ng t he use of  t echnol ogi es,  st udent s wi l l  exami ne 
Chur chi l l ’ s  l eader shi p.   
 
Exper i ence I I I  engages hi gh school  st udent s i n f ol l owi ng t he voi ce 
and act i ons of  Chur chi l l  as a l eader ,  f ocusi ng on hi s al l i es and 
enemi es t hr ough t hr ee war s.   St udent s wi l l  bet t er  under st and how a 
l eader  gat her s evi dence f r om hi s exper i ences and uses i t  t o hel p 
shape t he wor l d’ s f ut ur e.      
 
Al l  exper i ences wi l l  al so f ocus on how a speech at  West mi nst er  
Col l ege made 60 year s ago st i l l  af f ect s our  l i ves t oday.   
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Backgr ound of  t he I r on Cur t ai n Speech 
( Fr om Wi nst on Chur chi l l  and Hi s Legend Si nce 1945 by John Ramsden)  

 
“ How wr ong t he Br i t i sh hi st or i an Ar t hur  Br yant  was,  even i n hi s 
hi ghl y sympat het i c expect at i on of  Chur chi l l ©s f ut ur e af t er  el ect i on 
def eat ,  i n a l et t er  of  August  1945.   
 

‘ Yes,  i t ©s sad about  Wi nst on – i t  seems ungr at ef ul  and 
ungr aci ous.  Yet  f r om hi s own poi nt  of  v i ew,  how t hat  def eat  
secur es hi s pl ace i n hi st or y!  I t  i s  as t hough he©d been 
assassi nat ed l i ke Li ncol n i n t he hour  of  v i ct or y:  ©Now he 
bel ongs t o t he ages©.  Yet  he st i l l  r emai ns above t he ear t h he 
l oves so wel l  t o enj oy good br andy,  good company .  .  .  and a 
f ew year s of  hi s own i mmor t al i t y . ’  

 
“ These and many si mi l ar  j udgment s wer e wr ong,  because al l  such 
assessment s gr i evousl y mi st ook t hei r  man i n assi gni ng t o hi m so 
passi ve a f ut ur e.  Chur chi l l  was not  r eady t o r et i r e i n a bl aze of  
honour s;  not  i ndeed r eady t o r et i r e at  al l ,  f or  as he l at er  
r emar ked,  ‘ I  al ways bel i eved i n st ayi ng i n t he pub unt i l  c l osi ng 
t i me. ’  Mor eover ,  whi l e he r emai ned act i ve,  he was al so a man whose 
act i ons woul d cont i nue t o shape t he publ i c©s per cept i ons of  hi msel f ,  
hi s per sonal i t y  - -  and hi s past .  The pr evi ous chapt er  [ of  t he book 
by Ramsden]  descr i bed t he r el at i vel y passi ve par t  of  Chur chi l l ©s 
r i se t o a uni que st at us,  whi l e t hi s one l ooks at  t he ot her  s i de of  
t he coi n,  t he way i n whi ch hi s post - war  r ol e as an i nt er nat i onal  
st at esman and wr i t er  shaped t hese same pr ocesses.  
 
“ Chur chi l l ©s j our ney t o t he campus of  a smal l  col l ege i n a r emot e 
t own i n t he hear t  of  t he Uni t ed St at es,  West mi nst er  Col l ege i n 
Ful t on,  Mi ssour i ,  i n Mar ch 1946,  t o del i ver  what  has been var i ousl y 
known as t he ‘ i r on cur t ai n’  speech,  or  t he ‘ s i news of  peace’  speech,  
or  j ust  t he ‘ Ful t on speech, ’  has acqui r ed a myt hi c s i gni f i cance bot h 
i n eval uat i ons of  t he gr eat  man©s post - war  car eer  and i n 
i nvest i gat i ons of  t he poi nt  at  whi ch t he Col d War  went  i nt o 
super f r eeze .  .  .  These successes [ of  ot her  speeches] ,  begi nni ng 
wi t h t he ext r aor di nar y at t ent i on pai d by t he i nt er nat i onal  communi t y 
t o t he pur el y per sonal  opi ni ons he expr essed at  Ful t on,  hel ped bot h 
t o per suade Chur chi l l  agai nst  r et i r ement  and t o pr ovi de t he pl at f or m 
on whi ch hi s comeback coul d be st aged.     
 
“ The speech has a qui t e di f f er ent  s i gni f i cance i n t he hi st or i ogr aphy 
of  i nt er nat i onal  r el at i ons,  wher e i t  t ends t o be i nt er pr et ed as a 
mi l est one al ong t he way t o gr owi ng ant agoni sm bet ween t he Sovi et  
Uni on and t he West .  Wher eas i t  was once t ypi cal l y  ar gued t hat  
Chur chi l l  al one saw t he need f or  a st r ong West er n r esponse t o 
Russi an expansi oni sm,  and t hat  hi s cour ageous cal l  f or  such measur es 
at  Ful t on had i t sel f  awakened t he s l eepi ng gi ant  of  Amer i can ar ms i n 
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def ense of  f r eedom,  mor e r ecent  hi st or i ans have r i ght l y poi nt ed t o 
t he ext ent  t o whi ch Amer i can el i t e opi ni on was al r eady t endi ng i n 
t hat  di r ect i on bef or e Chur chi l l  went  t o Ful t on.   
 
“ .  .  .  I t  i s  qui t e c l ear  t hat  Chur chi l l  saw f r om t he st ar t  t hat  t he 
i nvi t at i on t o go t o Ful t on had gi ven hi m a wonder f ul  oppor t uni t y t o 
br i ng somet hi ng bi g.   He t ol d Tr uman i n Januar y 1946,  ©I  have a 
message t o del i ver  t o your  count r y and t he wor l d, © and Tr uman©s 
r epl y pi cked up and r epeat ed t he phr ase:  ©I  know you have a r eal  
message t o del i ver  at  Ful t on. © The speech event ual l y gi ven was 
l onger  t han any t hat  Chur chi l l  pr oduced dur i ng t he t wo year s af t er  
t he war ,  except  f or  t he par t y conf er ence or at i on whi ch i n Oct ober  
1946 was needed t o r e- est abl i sh hi s par t y l eader shi p,  and t he 
pr epar at i ons f or  Ful t on wer e on a sui t abl y el abor at e scal e.  … I n 
advance of  t he speech,  Chur chi l l  t ol d t he Pr esi dent  of  West mi nst er  
Col l ege t hat  ©i n t he c i r cumst ances,  i t  wi l l  be a pol i t i cal  
pr onouncement  of  consi der abl e i mpor t ance, © and,  as t hey l ef t  t he 
Col l ege gymnasi um i n whi ch t he speech was del i ver ed,  he t ol d 
Pr esi dent  McCl uer  t hat  he hoped he had ©st ar t ed some t hi nki ng t hat  
wi l l  make hi st or y. © 
 
“ On t he t r ai n back t o Washi ngt on,  Chur chi l l  pr ocl ai med t hat  i t  had 
been ©t he most  i mpor t ant  speech of  my car eer ©.  What  wer e t he speci al  
c i r cumst ances whi ch enabl ed hi st or y t o be made? I n accept i ng 
Tr uman©s f ai r l y  casual  i nvi t at i on,  he commi t t ed t o mor e t han had 
pr obabl y been i nt ended:  …©i f  you .  .  .  woul d l i ke me t o v i s i t  you i n 
your  home St at e and woul d i nt r oduce me,  I  shoul d f eel  i t  my dut y - -
and i t  woul d al so be a gr eat  pl easur e – t o del i ver  an addr ess…on t he 
wor l d s i t uat i on under  your  aegi s©.  .  .  Thi s pr oved t o be i mpor t ant  
when as usual  t he f i nal  ver si on of  t he speech was pr oduced onl y at  
t he l ast  moment ,  f or  [ as Chur chi l l ’ s  per sonal  secr et ar y expl ai ned)  
‘ on such occasi ons Mr .  Chur chi l l  makes al t er at i ons and addi t i ons on 
t he spur  of  t he moment . ’  .  .  .  Chur chi l l  r ef used al l  pr i or  
i nt er v i ews so as not  t o gi ve away i n advance what  he i nt ended t o say 
i n Ful t on.    
 
[ Lat er  he woul d say: ]  

‘ I n t hese l ast  year s of  my l i f e t her e i s a message of  whi ch I  
concei ve mysel f  t o be a bear er .   I t  i s  a ver y s i mpl e message 
whi ch can be wel l  under st ood by t he peopl e of  bot h count r i es 
[ Br i t ai n and Uni t ed St at es] .   I t  i s  t hat  we shoul d st and 
t oget her  .  .  .  among t he Engl i sh- speaki ng peopl es of  t he wor l d 
t her e must  be t he uni on of  hear t s based on convi ct i on and 
common i deal s. ”  

 
The speech,  wi t h a wav f i l e of  Chur chi l l ’ s  or at i on,  i s  at  
www. hpol . or g/ chur chi l l .  
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The Wor l d of  Wi nst on 
Gr ades 4 -  5 

Open al most  any 20t h cent ur y hi st or y book,  l ook at  t he i ndex,  and you 
wi l l  see i ncl uded t he wor ds “ i r on cur t ai n. ”   I n hi s book Chur chi l l :  
A St udy i n Gr eat ness,  Geof f r ey Best  st at ed t hat  af t er  Wor l d War  I I  
ended i n 1945,  ver y f ew Br i t ons and Amer i cans want ed t o bel i eve 
Russi a,  t hei r  war  t i me al l y ,  was goi ng t o be “ a peace t i me menace. ”  
But ,  Chur chi l l ,  much l i ke he voi ced i n 1938 about  Hi t l er ,  per cei ved 
t hi s as ver y l i kel y t o happen and cal l ed at t ent i on t o t hi s ver y 
genui ne possi bi l i t y .   Best  wr ot e,  “ He t ook advant age of  hi s uni que 
st at us t o sound t he t r umpet  i n Ful t on. ”   
 
Cl ement  At l ee,  i n an obi t uar y essay of  Chur chi l l ,  s t at ed:  

“ By any r eckoni ng,  Wi nst on Chur chi l l  was one of  t he gr eat est  men 
t hat  hi st or y r ecor ds.   I f  t her e wer e t o be a gal l er y of  gr eat  
Engl i shmen t hat  coul d accommodat e onl y a dozen,  I  woul d l i ke t o 
see hi m i n.   He was br ave,  gi f t ed,  i nexhaust i bl e and 
i ndomi t abl e.  .  .  
Ener gy,  r at her  t han wi sdom,  pr act i cal  j udgment  or  v i s i on,  was 
hi s supr eme qual i f i cat i on .  .  .  However ,  i t  i s  not  t he f ul l  
s t or y of  what  he di d t o wi n t he war .   I t  was t he poet r y of  
Chur chi l l ,  as wel l ,  t hat  di d t he t r i ck.   Ener gy and poet r y,  i n 
my vi ew,  r eal l y  sums hi m up. ”   

    
Hi s gr anddaught er ,  Cel i a Sandys,  al so f ocused on t hi s ener gy i n her  
book,  Chasi ng Chur chi l l .   She f ol l owed hi s t r avel s over  f our  
cont i nent s and wr ot e,  “ …f ol l owi ng t he t r ai l  of  my gr andf at her ’ s 
t r avel s…has made me under st and hi m bet t er ,  and appr eci at e al l  t he 
mor e hi s ceasel ess ener gy and i ncr edi bl e zest  f or  l i f e. ”  
 
Why di d he,  at  a ver y ear l y age,  know “ pr omot i on and advancement ”  
woul d come wi t h t r avel  and t o eager l y seek out  t hose exper i ences? 
What  i n hi s nat ur e al l owed hi m t o obser ve and i nt er nal i ze hi s 
sur r oundi ngs? How much of  hi s knowl edge of  t he wor l d,  not  t hr ough 
second- hand account s,  al l owed hi m t o under st and t he pol i t i cal  
c l i mat e f ol l owi ng Wor l d War  I I ?   
 
Usi ng t he Chur chi l l  Memor i al  exhi bi t s,  st udent s wi l l  f ol l ow hi s 
t r avel s unt i l  he vent ur es t o Ful t on,  Mi ssour i  and once agai n put  hi s 
mar k on hi st or y.    
 
St udent s wi l l  di v i de i nt o t en t eams accor di ng t o def i ni t i ve per i ods 
i n Chur chi l l ’ s  l i f e.  A l i s t  of  hi s t r avel s dur i ng t hose per i ods i s 
bel ow.  Wi t h t he assi st ance of  t he i nf or mat i on i n t he exhi bi t ,  
s t udent  t eams wi l l  have t o det er mi ne t he i mpact  of  hi s t r avel s on 
hi s l i f e and t he wor l d.  Compl et e di r ect i ons f ol l ow i n t he Teachi ng 
Act i v i t i es sect i on.  
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1.  Chur chi l l ’ s  For mat i ve Year s ~ 1874 t o 1899 
1874:  Uni t ed Ki ngdom 
 
1883:  Par i s ( wi t h hi s f at her  Lor d Randol ph)  
 
1891:  Ver sai l l es,  Fr ance 
 
1893:  Swi t zer l and 
 
1895:  New Yor k ( NY)  t o Tampa ( FL)  t o Cuba 
 
1896:  Bangal or e,  I ndi a 
 
1897:  Nor t h- West  Fr ont i er ,  I ndi a 
 
1898:  I ndi a t o Sudan,  Af r i ca t o I ndi a 
 
1899:  Sout h Af r i ca 
 
2.  Chur chi l l ’ s  Ear l y Pol i t i cal  Year s ~ 1900 t o 1913 
1900:   Amer i ca and Canada 
 
1904:  Swi t zer l and 
 
1906:  Ger many and Fr ance 
 
1907:  Fr ance,  Mor avi a,  Vi enna,  Syr acuse,  Mal t a,  Cypr us,   
  Aden,  Mombasa,  Nai r obi ,  Kampal a,  Khar t oum,  Aswan,   
  Cai r o 
 
1908:  Maggi or e and Veni ce  
 
1909:  Ger many 
 
1912:  Nor t her n I r el and 
 
3.  Chur chi l l  and Wor l d War  I  ~ 1914 t o 1919 
1914:  Bel gi um 
 
1915:  Fr ance 
 
1916:  Fr ance 
 
1917:  Fr ance 
 
1919:  Ger many 
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1920:  Fr ance and I t al y 
 
4.  Chur chi l l  af t er  Wor l d War  I  ~ 1921 t o 1934 
1921:  Cai r o,  Egypt  and Jer usal em 
 
1922:  Fr ance 
 
1923:  Fr ance 
 
1924:  Fr ance 
 
1925:  Fr ance 
 
1927:  Fr ance,  I t al y,  Mal t a,  Gr eece 
 
1929:  Amer i ca and Canada 
 
1931:  Fr ance and Amer i ca 
 
1932:  Amer i ca,  Fr ance,  Ger many 
 
1933:  Fr ance 
 
1934:  Fr ance,  Cypr us,  Tur key,  Bei r ut ,  Pal myr a,  Damascus,   
  Pal est i ne,  Pet r a,  Akaba,  Cai r o,  Napl es  
 
5.  Chur chi l l  and t he Gat her i ng St or m ~ 1935 t o 1939 
1935:  Fr ance,  Mar r akech,  Bar cel ona,  Maj or ca,  Tangi er  
 
1936:  Fr ance 
 
1938:  Fr ance 
 
1939:  Fr ance 
 
6.  Chur chi l l  and ear l y WWI I  year s ~ 1940 t o 1942 
1940:  Fr ance 
 
1941:  Newf oundl and,  I cel and,  Washi ngt on 
 
1942:  Pal m Beach ( FL) ,  Cai r o,  Gi br al t ar ,  Moscow 
 
7.  Chur chi l l  and Cl osi ng t he Ri ng ~ 1943 t o 1944 
1943:  Casabl anca,  Mar r akech,  Cai r o,  Tur key,  Cypr us,  Tr i pol i ,  
  Al gi er s,  Canada,  Mal t a,  Tehr an 
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1944:  Gi br al t ar ,  I t al y,  Cor si ca,  Napl es,  Rome,  Si enna,    
  Canada,  New Yor k,  Moscow,  Par i s,  At hens 
 
8.  Chur chi l l  and Vi ct or y ~ 1945 
1945:  Mal t a,  Yal t a,  At hens,  Cai r o,  Al exandr i a,  Br ussel s,   
  Fr ance,  Ber l i n,  Lake Como 
 
9.  Chur chi l l  and t he Col d War  ~ 1946 t o 1950 
1946:  Br ussel s,  Fl or i da,  Cuba,  Ful t on ( MO) ,  Swi t zer l and 
 
1947:  Mar r akech 
 
1948:    Fr ance 
 
1949:  Br ussel s,  Mont e Car l o,  Massachuset t s,  Lake Gar da,   
  St r asbour g,  Madei r a 
 
1950:  St r asbour g,  Mar r akech 
 
10.  Chur chi l l ,  Pr i me Mi ni st er  agai n ~ 1951 t o 1955   
1951:  Amer i ca 
 
1952:  Washi ngt on,  Ot t awa,  Cap d’ Ai l   
 
1953:  Washi ngt on,  Jamai ca,  Cap d’ Ai l ,  Ber muda 
 
1954:  Amer i ca 
 
1955:  Syr acuse ( I t al y) ,  Cap d’ Ai l .  
 
11.  Pl aces behi nd t he I r on Cur t ai n ~ 1946 t o 1990 
St et t i n i n t he Bal t i c   
Tr i est e i n t he Adr i at i c  
War saw 
Ber l i n 
Pr ague 
Vi enna 
Budapest  
Bel gr ade 
Buchar est  
Sof i a 
Moscow 
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Gr ade Level  Expect at i ons:  
 
Thi s cur r i cul um wi l l  f ocus on t hese 4t h and 5t h gr ade Soci al  St udi es 
( SS)  and Communi cat i on Ar t s ( CA)  Gr ade Level  Expect at i ons:  

SS 1.  Use geogr aphi c r esear ch sour ces t o acqui r e and pr ocess 
i nf or mat i on t o answer  quest i ons and sol ve pr obl ems 

SS 2.  Locat e and descr i be geogr aphi c pl aces usi ng absol ut e and 
r el at i ve l ocat i on 

SS 3.  Descr i be human char act er i st i cs,  such as peopl e©s 
educat i on,  l anguage,  di ver si t y,  economi es,  r el i gi ons,  
set t l ement  pat t er ns,  et hni c backgr ound,  and pol i t i cal  
syst em 

SS 4.  Use geogr aphy t o i nt er pr et  t he past ,  expl ai n t he pr esent  
and pl an f or  t he f ut ur e 

SS 5.  I dent i f y how a per son becomes a member  of  a gr oup or  
i nst i t ut i on and what  f act or s i nf l uence i ncl usi on or  
excl usi on f r om a gr oup 

SS 6.  Sel ect ,  i nvest i gat e,  and pr esent  a t opi c usi ng pr i mar y and 
secondar y r esour ces,  such as or al  i nt er v i ews,  ar t i f act s,  
j our nal s,  document s,  phot os,  and l et t er s 

SS 7.  Use maps,  gr aphs,  st at i st i cal  dat a,  t i mel i nes,  char t s,  and 
di agr ams t o i nt er pr et ,  dr aw concl usi ons,  and make 
pr edi ct i ons 

SS 8.  Cr eat e maps,  gr aphs,  t i mel i nes,  char t s,  and di agr ams t o 
communi cat e i nf or mat i on 

 

CA 1.  Devel op r esear ch quest i ons i n or der  t o est abl i sh a f ocus 
and pur pose f or  a pr oj ect  

CA 2.  Ut i l i ze r eadi ng st r at egi es of  pr edi ct i on and cuei ng 
syst ems i ncl udi ng meani ng 

CA 3.  Compar e,  cont r ast ,  and anal yze connect i ons bet ween t ext  
i deas and per sonal  exper i ences 

CA 4.  Dr aw concl usi ons usi ng det ai l s  f r om t ext  

CA 5.  Wr i t e exposi t or y ( exposi t i on/ exposi t or y wr i t i ng)  and 
per suasi ve ( per suasi ve wr i t i ng/ ar gument )  par agr aphs 
( emphasi z i ng compar e/ cont r ast )  wi t h a concl udi ng sent ence  
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Teachi ng Act i v i t i es:  
 
Thi s exper i ence r equi r es t wo cl ass per i ods of  pr e- v i s i t  s t udent  
pr epar at i on,  a t hr ee- hour  exper i ence at  t he Memor i al ,  and one cl ass 
per i od of  post - v i s i t  r ef l ect i on.     
  
Pr e- vi s i t   

Pr epar at i on:   

 I nt r oduce and br i ef l y  di scuss Wi nst on Chur chi l l .   Hi s l i f e and 
t i mes ar e ver y compl ex,  r equi r e st udent s’  t i me,  and access t o 
mat er i al s about  Chur chi l l ,  of  whi ch t her e ar e many.  One book sums 
hi s cont r i but i on t o humanki nd s i mpl y:  he changed t he appar ent  
cour se of  hi st or y ( Best  2001) .  Hi st or i ans cal l  hi m an epi c her o.   
I n 1963,  U. S.  Pr esi dent  John F.  Kennedy,  act i ng under  
aut hor i zat i on gr ant ed by an Act  of  Congr ess,  pr ocl ai med Chur chi l l  
t he f i r st  Honor ar y Ci t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es.  Fi ve ot her s 
r ecei ved t hi s honor ,  wi t h Mot her  Ter esa as t he onl y ot her  per son 
t o have been best owed t he honor  whi l e st i l l  l i v i ng.    

 St udent s r ecei ve a 14- 15 page gui de.   The cl ass di v i des i nt o t en 
per i od t eams.  Al l  t eam member s wor k t oget her  t o compl et e t hei r  
gui des.    

 I n each per i od t eam,  st udent s wi l l  i nvest i gat e t he pur pose of  hi s 
t r i p,  t he out come,  t he geogr aphi cal  l ocat i on,  t he i mpact  on hi s 
l i f e,  and devel op a cor r espondence t o someone r ecount i ng t he 
i nf or mat i on.  

 They wi l l  al so use t hi s i nf or mat i on t o i magi ne how t hese 
exper i ences pr ovi ded hi m i nsi ght  i nt o a wor l d di v i ded by t he Col d 
War .    

NOTE:   The goal  of  t hi s exer ci se i s t o hel p st udent s devel op basi c 
map- r eadi ng ski l l s  and t o i nt r oduce maj or  el ement s of    
geogr aphi cal  st udy such as l ocat i on,  pl ace,  and r egi ons.  The 
t eacher  shoul d consi der  t he map wor ksheet s pr ovi ded ( wi t hi n 
each st udent  gui de)  as s i gnpost s t o f i ndi ng t he l ocat i ons on 
ot her  maps.  To compl et e successf ul l y  t he assi gnment ,  st udent s 
shoul d have access t o maps t hat  i dent i f y al l  of  t he c i t i es,  
count r i es,  and physi cal  f eat ur es t hey ar e l ooki ng f or  i n 
t hei r  di f f er ent  t eams.   

 

I mpl ement at i on:   

1.  Revi ew/ i nt r oduce Wi nst on Chur chi l l .  An opt i on i s t o assi gn i t  as 
homewor k or  t hr ough cl ass di scussi on/ t eacher  pr esent at i on as 
out l i ned on pages 3 t o 5 i n t he t eacher ’ s gui de wi t h as much 
suppl ement al  det ai l  as needed.   
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2.  Di v i de t he st udent s i nt o t en t eams as l i s t ed on pages 6 t o 8.   
Di st r i but e t he st udent  gui des avai l abl e i n your  Exper i ence 
package.  Go t hr ough t he gui de as a c l ass so t hat  ever yone knows 
what  t hey ar e doi ng.   

 
3.  I n c l ass,  t hey shoul d wor k wi t h ot her  member s t o di v i de t he pl aces 

Chur chi l l  t r avel ed dur i ng t hei r  per i od.  Have t hem compl et e st eps 
1- 2 and st ep 4.  Pr ovi de t i me i n c l ass at  t he l i br ar y or  comput er  
st at i ons t o expl or e t he f i ve quest i ons.   For  homewor k,  ask 
st udent s t o f i l l  out  t he sect i on l abel ed:   Your  Tr avel s ( st ep 3) .  

 
Not e ( St ep Four ) :  The poi nt  of  t hi s st ep i s t o demonst r at e t hat  much 

of  Ger many was behi nd t he “ i r on cur t ai n”  – i ncl udi ng Ber l i n,  
whi ch became a di v i ded c i t y sur r ounded by East  Ger many af t er  
t he Ber l i n bl ockade and ai r l i f t  and t he f or mat i on of  NATO i n 
1949.  Mor eover ,  t he Ber l i n Wal l ,  t he i conogr aphi c symbol  f or  
t he “ i r on cur t ai n” ,  di d not  exi st  unt i l  1961.  The map 
i ncl uded i n t hi s exer ci se i s a map of  Eur ope i n t he 1950s.  
The bol ded l i ne r unni ng down Eur ope r epr esent s t he “ i r on 
cur t ai n”  t hat  exi st ed.  St udent s ar e t o mar k t he “ i r on 
cur t ai n”  Chur chi l l  descr i bed ( st ep f our )  and be abl e t o see 
t he di f f er ence.  

 
Sampl e f r om St udent  Gui de Pages 6 t o 7:    
 

Chur chi l l ’ s  For mat i ve Year s ~ 1874 t o 1899 
1.  Whi ch 
pl ace di d 
you sel ect  
t o 
r esear ch? 

Cuba 

2.  Resear ch 
what  Cuba 
mi ght  have 
been l i ke 
dur i ng t he 
t i me per i od 
l i s t ed 
above 

Cuba was fighting a war for independence 
from Spain.   

3.  How ol d 
was he? 21 years old 
3.  Why di d 
he go? He wanted to be an observer of the war. 
4.  What  di d 
he l ear n? 

Some people said he learned some of the 
ways to fight a war, which he used later.  He 
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also learned he could get along on his own 
and make a living off his writings. 

5.  Can you 
f i nd any 
i nf or mat i on 
he wr ot e 
about  t hi s 
t r i p ( c i t e 
your  
sour ce) ? 

“ One conspicuous feature of this war,”  
Churchill told them, `” is the fact that so few 
men are killed. There can be no question as 
to the immense amount of ammunition 
expended on both sides, but the surprising 
truth remains that ridiculous little execution 
is done. It has always been said, you know, 
that it takes 200 bullets to kill a soldier, but 
as applied to the Cuban war 200,000 shots 
would be closer to the mark.”  
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Your  t r avel s 
1.  Name t he 
st at es or  
count r i es 
t o whi ch 
you have 
t r avel ed  

 

2.  Sel ect  
one 
memor abl e 
pl ace and 
st at e one 
f act  you 
l ear ned as 
t he r esul t  
of  your  
v i s i t  

 

3.  Wr i t e a 
post car d 
f r om t he 
pl ace 
t el l i ng 
someone 
about  your  
exper i ence.   

 

4.  Woul d 
you r et ur n? 
Why or  why 
not ? 
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The Wi nst on Chur chi l l  Exper i ence 
 

Pr epar at i on:   

1.  Cont act  Mandy Cr ump at  ( 573)  592-
5369 ( mai n l i ne)  or  by emai l  
Cr umpA@west mi nst er - mo. edu t o 
schedul e a v i s i t .  

2.  Check t hat  st udent s have 
compl et ed st eps 1- 4 i n t hei r  
st udent  gui de.    

3.  St udent s shoul d be awar e t hey 
wor k wi t hi n t hei r  per i od t eams t o 
compl et e pages 10- 11 ( some ar e 
pages 9- 10)  at  t he Memor i al .  
Pl ease have t hem br i ng t hei r  
gui des and a penci l .  

4.  I f  s t udent s ar e eat i ng l unch at  
t he Memor i al ,  pl ease make pr i or  
ar r angement s and t ake t he t i me 
i nt o account  when pl anni ng your  
v i s i t .  

 

Schedul e of  t he Exper i ence at  t he Memor i al  
 

Ti me 
 

 
Locat i on 

 

 
Act i v i t y 

 

10 Mi n Wr en Chur ch Or i ent at i on;  Or gani zat i on of  
Teams 

10 Mi n Wr en Chur ch Leadi ng Quest i ons 

30 Mi n The Memor i al  Resear ch Chur chi l l ’ s   
Per sonal  Document s 

30 Mi n The Memor i al  Resear ch:  Chur chi l l  Tr avel s 

30 Mi n The Memor i al  Resear ch:   Si news of  Peace 

20 Mi n Wr en Chur ch Ref l ect i on 

 Depar t   
Not e:  
The Exper i ence l ast s appr oxi mat el y 2 ½ hour s on si t e.  Suggest ed ar r i val  i s 
10: 00 AM and depar t ur e at  12: 30 PM.   Luncht i me i s not  bui l t  i nt o t hi s 
schedul e.  
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Teachi ng Act i v i t i es:  Post  v i s i t  r ef l ect i on 
 
Not e:   t hi s t i me i s ext r emel y i mpor t ant  t o enabl e t he st udent s t o 
consi der  t he i mpact  of  Chur chi l l ’ s  l eader shi p 
 

Pr epar at i on:   

 Assi gn st udent s t o compl et e pages 12 and 13 ( some ar e pages 11-
12)  as homewor k OR pr ovi de c l ass t i me t o compl et e.  

 Requi r e t hat  al l  s t udent s br i ng t hei r  gui des t o c l ass.    

 Have st udent s r esear ch i n a cur r ent  newspaper / per i odi cal  any of  
t he c i t i es or  count r i es Chur chi l l  v i s i t ed OR t hose named i n t he 
I r on Cur t ai n speech.  

 

Suggest ed i mpl ement at i on:  

1.  Ask t he st udent s t o s i t  i n t hei r  per i od t eams.    

2.  St udent s wi l l  compar e and di scuss t hei r  answer s f r om t he 
Ref l ect i ons page of  t hei r  gui de,  at t empt i ng t o come t o a t eam 
consensus.    

3.  Wi t h t he ent i r e c l ass,  di scuss t hei r  answer s.   St udent s shoul d 
al so be abl e t o di scuss why Ful t on and West mi nst er  ar e i n so many 
books as a pi vot al  t i me i n our  hi st or y.  

 


