“From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the
Adriatic an "iron curtain" has descended across the
Continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of
the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe.
Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Bel grade,
Bucharest and Sofia; all these fanobus cities and

t he popul ations around themlie in what | rnust call
t he Sovi et sphere, and all are subject, in one form
or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a

very high and in sone cases increasing neasure of
control from Moscow.”

The W nston Churchill
Experi ence

The World of W nston

Grades 4 - 5

TEACHER GUI DE
The W nston Churchill Experience
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In trying to define Wnston Churchill, many descriptors are used:
soldier, traveler, statesman, artist, author, historian, inventor,
politician, and of course, leader. |In fact, many historians say no
man was nore deeply involved in all the events of the twentieth
century than Sir Wnston Churchill. Using the wi sdomof his
experience and observations, on March 5, 1946 at Westm nster
Col l ege, Churchill clearly outlined the new course of the world,
with the Soviet Union controlling a | arge expanse of the world
through an “iron curtain.” This Iron Curtain remained in place for
the next forty years.

The student visitor to the Wnston Churchill Menorial will use its
resources to connect Churchill’s experiences that provided the
foundation for his historic speech. Dependi ng upon their grade

| evel, students will follow in Churchill’s footsteps by experiencing

1) the geography of his world; 2)the energing technol ogy that made
war an entirely different end game; or 3)the | eaders who could so
qui ckly make decisions to end civilization.

Experience | ains at upper elenmentary students who will exam ne
Churchill’s world fromhis travels, which included four continents
before he reached age 25. Students will follow his travels

t hroughout his life, locate the countries inpacted by his

| eadership, and, with a future focus, isolate cities naned in the

Si news of Peace speech and follow their history from 1946 to today.
Divided into teans by pivotal times in Churchill’s life, students

W ll use their comunication skills to describe the journeys as they
wite “history” in first person accounts. They will also connect
these travels to 1946 as Churchill views the threats to the world.

Experience Il asks m ddle school students to exam ne the role
technol ogy played Churchill’s world as it evolved in the face of
war, including the Cold War. Divided into teans, students exam ne
t he inpact of inproved technol ogi es and i nnovations on Churchill’s
worl d. Anal yzing the use of technol ogies, students will exanm ne
Churchill”s | eadershi p.

Experience |11 engages high school students in follow ng the voice
and actions of Churchill as a |eader, focusing on his allies and
enem es through three wars. Students will better understand how a
| eader gathers evidence fromhis experiences and uses it to help
shape the world s future.

Al'l experiences will also focus on how a speech at Wstm nster
Col | ege made 60 years ago still affects our |ives today.
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Background of the Iron Curtain Speech
(From Wnston Churchill and H s Legend Since 1945 by John Ransden)

“How wrong the British historian Arthur Bryant was, even in his
hi ghly synpathetic expectation of Churchill© future after election
defeat, in a letter of August 1945.

‘Yes, it©s sad about Wnston — it seens ungrateful and
ungraci ous. Yet fromhis own point of view, how that defeat
secures his place in history! It is as though he@ been
assassinated like Lincoln in the hour of victory: ©Now he

bel ongs to the ages© Yet he still renmains above the earth he
| oves so well to enjoy good brandy, good conpany . . . and a
few years of his owmn imortality.’

“These and many simlar judgnents were wong, because all such
assessnments grievously m stook their man in assigning to himso

passive a future. Churchill was not ready to retire in a blaze of
honours; not indeed ready to retire at all, for as he later
remar ked, ‘1 always believed in staying in the pub until closing

time.’ Moreover, while he remained active, he was al so a man whose
actions would continue to shape the public@s perceptions of hinself,
his personality -- and his past. The previous chapter [of the book
by Ranmsden] described the relatively passive part of Churchill s
rise to a unique status, while this one | ooks at the other side of
the coin, the way in which his post-war role as an international
statesman and witer shaped these sane processes.

“Churchill© journey to the canpus of a small college in a renote
town in the heart of the United States, Westm nster College in

Ful ton, M ssouri, in March 1946, to deliver what has been variously
known as the ‘iron curtain’ speech, or the ‘sinews of peace’ speech,
or just the ‘Fulton speech,’” has acquired a nmythic significance both
in evaluations of the great manGs post-war career and in

i nvestigations of the point at which the Cold War went into
superfreeze . . . These successes [of other speeches], begi nning
with the extraordinary attention paid by the international conmunity
to the purely personal opinions he expressed at Fulton, hel ped both
to persuade Churchill against retirement and to provide the platform
on which his coneback coul d be staged.

“The speech has a quite different significance in the historiography
of international relations, where it tends to be interpreted as a

m | estone along the way to grow ng antagoni sm between the Sovi et

Uni on and the West. \Wereas it was once typically argued that
Churchill alone saw the need for a strong Western response to
Russi an expansi onism and that his courageous call for such neasures
at Fulton had itself awakened the sl eeping giant of American arns in
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defense of freedom nore recent historians have rightly pointed to
the extent to which Anerican elite opinion was already tending in
that direction before Churchill went to Fulton.

“. . . It is quite clear that Churchill saw fromthe start that the
invitation to go to Fulton had given hima wonderful opportunity to
bring sonmething big. He told Truman in January 1946, © have a
message to deliver to your country and the world, © and TrunanCs
reply picked up and repeated the phrase: © know you have a real
nmessage to deliver at Fulton.© The speech eventually given was

| onger than any that Churchill produced during the two years after
the war, except for the party conference oration which in October
1946 was needed to re-establish his party | eadership, and the
preparations for Fulton were on a suitably elaborate scale. ...In
advance of the speech, Churchill told the President of Wstm nster
College that @ n the circunstances, it wll be a political
pronouncenent of considerable inportance, © and, as they left the
Col | ege gymasi umin which the speech was delivered, he told
President McCl uer that he hoped he had Cstarted sone thinking that
will make history.©

“On the train back to Washington, Churchill proclaimed that it had
been ©t he nost inportant speech of nmy career© What were the special
ci rcunst ances which enabl ed history to be made? I n accepting
Truman©s fairly casual invitation, he coonmtted to nore than had
probably been intended: .©f you . . . would like nme to visit you in
your home State and would introduce nme, | should feel it ny duty --
and it would also be a great pleasure — to deliver an address..on the
worl d situation under your aegis© . . This proved to be inportant
when as usual the final version of the speech was produced only at
the last nonent, for [as Churchill’s personal secretary expl ai ned)
“on such occasions M. Churchill makes alterations and additions on
the spur of the monment.” . . . Churchill refused all prior
interviews so as not to give away in advance what he intended to say
in Ful ton.

[ Later he woul d say: ]
‘“In these last years of nmy life there is a nessage of which
conceive nmyself to be a bearer. It is a very sinple nessage
whi ch can be well understood by the people of both countries
[Britain and United States]. It is that we should stand
together . . . anmong the English-speaki ng peoples of the world
there nust be the union of hearts based on conviction and
comon ideal s.”

The speech, with a wav file of Churchill’s oration, is at
www. hpol . org/ churchill.
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The Worl d of W nston

G ades 4 - 5
Open al nost any 20'" century history book, | ook at the index, and you
will see included the words “iron curtain.” 1In his book Churchill:
A Study in Geatness, Ceoffrey Best stated that after World War |
ended in 1945, very few Britons and Anericans wanted to believe
Russia, their war tine ally, was going to be “a peace tinme nenace.”
But, Churchill, much |ike he voiced in 1938 about Hitler, perceived
this as very likely to happen and called attention to this very
genui ne possibility. Best wote, “He took advantage of his unique
status to sound the trunpet in Fulton.”

Clenent Atlee, in an obituary essay of Churchill, stated:
“By any reckoning, Wnston Churchill was one of the greatest nen
that history records. If there were to be a gallery of great
Engl i shnmen that could accommpdate only a dozen, | would like to
see himin. He was brave, gifted, inexhaustible and
i ndom t abl e.
Energy, rather than wi sdom practical judgnent or vision, was

his suprene qualification . . . However, it is not the ful
story of what he did to wn the war. It was the poetry of
Churchill, as well, that did the trick. Energy and poetry, in

nmy view, really suns himup.”

Hi s granddaughter, Celia Sandys, also focused on this energy in her
book, Chasing Churchill. She followed his travels over four
continents and wote, “.following the trail of ny grandfather’s
travel s..has nade ne understand him better, and appreciate all the
nore his ceasel ess energy and incredible zest for life.”

Wiy did he, at a very early age, know “pronotion and advancenent”
woul d come with travel and to eagerly seek out those experiences?
What in his nature allowed himto observe and internalize his
surroundi ngs? How nmuch of his know edge of the world, not through
second- hand accounts, allowed himto understand the political
climate follow ng World War 117

Using the Churchill Menorial exhibits, students will follow his
travels until he ventures to Fulton, M ssouri and once again put his
mar k on history.

Students will divide into ten teans according to definitive periods
in Churchill’s life. Alist of his travels during those periods is
below. Wth the assistance of the information in the exhibit,
student teans will have to determ ne the inpact of his travels on
his life and the world. Conplete directions follow in the Teaching
Activities section.
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1. Churchill’s Formative Years ~ 1874 to 1899

1874: Uni ted Ki ngdom

1883: Paris (with his father Lord Randol ph)
1891: Versailles, France

1893: Switzerland

1895: New York (NY) to Tanmpa (FL) to Cuba
1896: Bangal ore, India

1897: Nort h-West Frontier, India

1898: India to Sudan, Africa to India

1899: South Africa

2. Churchill’s Early Political Years ~ 1900 to 1913
1900: Anerica and Canada

1904: Switzerl and

1906: Germany and France

1907: France, Moravia, Vienna, Syracuse, Ml ta, Cyprus,
Aden, Monbasa, Nairobi, Kanpala, Khartoum Aswan,
Cairo

1908: Maggi ore and Veni ce

19009: Ger many

1912: Nort hern Irel and

3. Churchill and Wrld War | ~ 1914 to 1919

1914: Bel gi um

1915: France

1916: France

1917: France

19109: Ger many
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1920: France and Italy

4. Churchill after World War | ~ 1921 to 1934
1921: Cairo, Egypt and Jerusal em

1922: France

1923: France

1924: France

1925: France

1927: France, Italy, Malta, G eece

1929: Anerica and Canada

1931: France and Anmerica

1932: America, France, Germany

1933: France

1934: France, Cyprus, Turkey, Beirut, Palnyra, Damascus,

Pal esti ne, Petra, Akaba, Cairo, Naples

5. Churchill and the Gathering Storm~ 1935 to 1939

1935: France, Marrakech, Barcel ona, Majorca, Tangier
1936: France
1938: France
1939: France

6. Churchill and early WAN'I years ~ 1940 to 1942
1940: France

1941: Newf oundl and, | cel and, Washi ngton

1942: Pal m Beach (FL), Cairo, G braltar, Mscow

7. Churchill and Cdosing the Rng ~ 1943 to 1944

1943: Casabl anca, Marrakech, Cairo, Turkey, Cyprus, Tripoli,
Al gi ers, Canada, Malta, Tehran
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1944: G braltar, Italy, Corsica, Naples, Ronme, Sienna,
Canada, New York, Mscow, Paris, Athens

8. Churchill and Victory ~ 1945
1945: Malta, Yalta, Athens, Cairo, Al exandria, Brussels,

France, Berlin, Lake Cono

9. Churchill and the Cold War ~ 1946 to 1950

1946: Brussels, Florida, Cuba, Fulton (MJ)), Swtzerland
1947: Mar r akech
1948: France
1949: Brussel s, Monte Carl o, Massachusetts, Lake Garda,
Strasbourg, Madeira
1950: St rasbourg, Marrakech
. Churchill, Prime Mnister again ~ 1951 to 1955
1951: Anerica
1952: Washi ngton, Otawa, Cap d Al
1953: Washi ngton, Jamaica, Cap d Ail, Bernuda
1954: Anerica
1955: Syracuse (ltaly), Cap d Al

11. Places behind the Iron Curtain ~ 1946 to 1990

Stettin in the Baltic
Trieste in the Adriatic
War saw

Berlin

Prague

Vi enna

Budapest

Bel gr ade

Buchar est

Sofi a

Moscow
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Grade Level Expectations:

This curriculumw Il focus on these 4'" and 5'" grade Social Studies
(SS) and Communi cation Arts (CA) Gade Level Expectations:

SS 1.

SS 2.

SS 3.

SS 4.

SS 5.

SS 6.

gL 8 2 8

Use geographic research sources to acquire and process
information to answer questions and sol ve probl ens

Locate and descri be geographi c pl aces using absolute and
relative | ocation

Descri be human characteristics, such as peopl eCs
education, |anguage, diversity, economes, religions,
settlenment patterns, ethnic background, and political
system

Use geography to interpret the past, explain the present
and plan for the future

| dentify how a person becones a nenber of a group or
institution and what factors influence inclusion or
exclusion froma group

Sel ect, investigate, and present a topic using primry and
secondary resources, such as oral interviews, artifacts,
journal s, docunents, photos, and letters

Use maps, graphs, statistical data, tinelines, charts, and
diagranms to interpret, draw conclusions, and nmake
predi ctions

Create maps, graphs, tinelines, charts, and diagranms to
communi cate i nformation

Devel op research questions in order to establish a focus
and purpose for a project

Utilize reading strategies of prediction and cueing
systens includi ng nmeani ng

Conmpare, contrast, and anal yze connecti ons between text
i deas and personal experiences

Draw concl usions using details fromtext

Wite expository (exposition/expository witing) and
per suasi ve (persuasive witing/argunment) paragraphs
(enphasi zi ng conpare/ contrast) with a concl udi ng sentence
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Teachi ng Activities:

This experience requires tw class periods of pre-visit student
preparation, a three-hour experience at the Menorial, and one cl ass
period of post-visit reflection.

Pre-visit

Preparation

@ |ntroduce and briefly discuss Wnston Churchill. Hs life and
times are very conplex, require students’ tinme, and access to
materi als about Churchill, of which there are nany. One book suns

his contribution to humanki nd sinply: he changed t he apparent
course of history (Best 2001). Hi storians call himan epic hero.
In 1963, U.S. President John F. Kennedy, acting under

aut hori zation granted by an Act of Congress, proclainmed Churchil
the first Honorary Citizen of the United States. Five others
received this honor, with Mdther Teresa as the only other person
to have been bestowed the honor while still 1iving.

@ Students receive a 14-15 page guide. The class divides into ten
period teanms. Al team nenbers work together to conplete their
gui des.

@ I n each period team students will investigate the purpose of his
trip, the outcone, the geographical |ocation, the inpact on his
life, and devel op a correspondence to soneone recounting the
i nformati on.

® They will also use this information to i nagi ne how t hese
experiences provided himinsight into a world divided by the Cold
War .

NOTE: The goal of this exercise is to help students devel op basic
map-reading skills and to i ntroduce nmajor el enents of
geogr aphi cal study such as | ocation, place, and regions. The
t eacher shoul d consider the map worksheets provided (within
each student guide) as signposts to finding the |ocations on
ot her maps. To conpl ete successfully the assignnent, students
shoul d have access to maps that identify all of the cities,
countries, and physical features they are | ooking for in
their different teans.

| npl enent ati on:

1. Review introduce Wnston Churchill. An option is to assign it as
homewor k or through class di scussion/teacher presentation as
outlined on pages 3 to 5 in the teacher’s guide with as nuch
suppl emental detail as needed.
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2. Divide the students into ten teans as listed on pages 6 to 8.
Distribute the student guides available in your Experience
package. Go through the guide as a class so that everyone knows
what they are doing.

3. In class, they should work with other nmenbers to divide the pl aces
Churchill traveled during their period. Have them conpl ete steps
1-2 and step 4. Provide tine in class at the library or conputer
stations to explore the five questions. For homework, ask
students to fill out the section |abeled: Your Travels (step 3).

Note (Step Four): The point of this step is to denonstrate that rnuch
of Germany was behind the “iron curtain” — including Berlin,
whi ch becanme a divided city surrounded by East Gernany after
the Berlin blockade and airlift and the formation of NATO in
1949. Moreover, the Berlin Wall, the iconographic synmbol for
the “iron curtain”, did not exist until 1961. The nmap
included in this exercise is a map of Europe in the 1950s.
The bol ded |ine running down Europe represents the “iron
curtain” that existed. Students are to mark the “iron
curtain” Churchill described (step four) and be able to see
the difference.

Sanpl e from Student Gui de Pages 6 to 7:

Churchill’s Formative Years ~ 1874 to 1899

1. Wiich
pl ace did C:L“)Ei
you sel ect

to
research?

2. Research

what aba | CUba was fighting a war for independence
mont have - from Spain.

been |i ke
during the
time period
listed
above

> oowold 21 yearsold

o oy 'Y He wanted to be an observer of the war.

4. wat did S0me people said he learned some of the
he Tearn” y\ways to fight a war, which he used later. He
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also learned he could get along on his own
and make a living off hiswritings.

* One conspicuous feature of thiswar,”
Churchill told them, " isthe fact that so few
5 can you men are killed. There can be no q_u_estion as
find any 1O the Immense amount of ammunition
e wote " expended on both sides, but the surprising
et eive  truth remainsthat ridiculous little execution
Yource)»  lsdone. It has always been said, you know,
that it takes 200 bulletsto kill a soldier, but
as applied to the Cuban war 200,000 shots

would be closer to the mark.”
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Your travels

1. Name the

states or
countries
to which
you have
travel ed

2. Sel ect
one

nmenor abl e
pl ace and
state one
fact you

| earned as
the result
of your
visit

3. Wite a
post card
fromthe
pl ace
telling
soneone
about your

experi ence.

LQFF.)

POST CARD

N, KANSAS CITY, MO.
C.T. ART-COLORTONE'' POST CARD (REG.U,S.PAT

CH-CH

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

4. \Woul d

you return?

Wiy or why
not ?
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The Wnston Churchill Experience

Preparation

1. Contact Mandy Crunp at (573) 592-
5369 (main line) or by enuil
CrunpA@west m nster-no. edu to
schedule a visit.

2. Check that students have
conpleted steps 1-4 in their
student gui de.

3. Students shoul d be aware they
work within their period teans to
conpl ete pages 10-11 (sone are
pages 9-10) at the Menorial.

Pl ease have them bring their
gui des and a pencil.

4. If students are eating lunch at
the Menorial, please nake prior
arrangenents and take the tine
i nto account when pl anni ng your
visit.

Schedul e of the Experience at the Menori al

Ti me Locati on Activity

10 M n W en Church Orientation; O ganization of

Teans
10 M n Wen Church Leadi ng Questi ons
Research Churchill’s

30 Mn The Menori al Per sonal Docunents

30 Mn The Menori al Research: Churchill Travels
30 Mn The Menori al Research: Sinews of Peace
20 M n W en Church Ref |l ecti on

Depart
Not e:

The Experience | asts approximately 2 Y hours on site. Suggested arrival is
10: 00 AM and departure at 12:30 PM Lunchtine is not built into this
schedul e.
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Teaching Activities: Post visit reflection

Note: this tinme is extrenely inportant to enable the students to
consi der the inpact of Churchill’s |eadership

Preparation

@ Assign students to conplete pages 12 and 13 (sone are pages 11-
12) as honmework OR provide class tine to conplete.

@ Require that all students bring their guides to class.

® Have students research in a current newspaper/periodical any of
the cities or countries Churchill visited OR those nanmed in the
lron Curtain speech.

Suggested i npl enent ati on:
1. Ask the students to sit in their period teans.

2. Students will conpare and di scuss their answers fromthe

Ref |l ections page of their guide, attenpting to cone to a team
consensus.

3. Wth the entire class, discuss their answers. Students should
al so be able to discuss why Fulton and Westm nster are in so many
books as a pivotal tinme in our history.
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